HOLMES COUNTY JAIL

Drinking Water Consumer Confidence Report
For 2022

The Holmes County Jail has prepared the following report to provide information to you, the consumer, on
the quality of our drinking water. Included within this report is general health information, water quality test

results, how to participate in decisions concerning your drinking water and water system contacts.

The Holmes County Jail receives its drinking water from well. This well is located behind the jail, a second
well has been added from the Training Center. We treat for iron and manganese removal, soften, and add
chlorine for disinfection.

Holmes County Jail has added a 40,000 gallon standpipe for better water pressure. The Holmes County

Training Center and Lynn Hope buildings were added to the Jail water system.

Protecting our drinking water sources from contamination is the responsibility of all area residents. Please
dispose of hazardous chemicals in the proper manner and report polluters to the appropriate authorities.

Only by working together can we insure an adequate and safe supply of water for future generations.

Ohio EPA completed a study of the Holmes County Jail's source of drinking water, to identify potential
contaminant sources, and provide guidance on protecting the drinking water source. According to this study,
the aquifer (water rich zone) that supplies water to the Holmes County Jail has a moderate level of
susceptibility to contamination. This was determined based on the following:

1. Regional information suggests this aquifer has a moderate susceptibility.

2. No evidence to suggest that ground water has been impacted by any significant levels of chemical

contaminants from human activities.

3. Presence of significant potential contaminant sources in the protection area.
This susceptibility means that under currently existing conditions, the likelihood of the aquifer becoming
contaminated is moderate. Implementing appropriate protective measures can minimize this likelihood. More
information about the source water assessment or what consumers can do to help protect the aquifer is

available by calling Dean’s Backflow Service, 419 994-1622

The sources of drinking water both tap water and bottled water includes rivers, lakes, streams, ponds,
reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it
dissolves naturally occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances

resulting from the presence of animals or from human activity.

Contaminants that may be present in source water include: (A) Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and



bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations
and wildlife; (B) Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally-occurring or result
from urban storm water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining,
or farming; (C) Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture,
urban storm water runoff, and residential uses; (D) Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and
volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial processes and petroleum production, and can
also come from gas stations, urban Strom water runoff, and septic systems; (E) radioactive contaminants,

which can be naturally-occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and mining activities.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, USEPA prescribes regulations which limit the amount of
certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems. FDA regulations establish limits for
contaminants in bottled water, which must provide the same protection for public health.

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of
some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health
risk. More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the

Environmental Protection Agency=s Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791).

Who needs to take special precautions?

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population.
Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have
undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and
infants can be particularly at risk from infection. These people should seek advice about drinking water from
their health care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by
Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-
800-426-4791).

About your drinking water.

The EPA requires regular sampling to ensure drinking water safety. The Holmes County Jail conducted
sampling for {bacteria; inorganic; radiological: synthetic organic; volatile organic}in a three year cycle.
Samples were collected for a total of 10 different contaminants most of which were not detected in the
Holmes County Jail water supply. The Ohio EPA requires us to monitor for some contaminants less than
once per year because the concentrations of these contaminants do not change frequently. Some of our

data, though accurate, are more than one year old.

Lead

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and



young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service
lines and home plumbing. Holmes County Jail is responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but
cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components. When your water has been sitting for
several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2
minutes before using water for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may
wish to have your water tested. Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can
take to minimize exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 800-426-4791or at

http: / /www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

Infants and young children are typically more vulnerable to lead in drinking water than the general
population. It is possible that lead levels at your home may be higher than at other homes in the
community as a result of materials used in your home's plumbing. If you are concerned about elevated lead
levels in your home's water, you may wish to have your water tested and flush your tap for 30 seconds to
2 minutes before using tap water. Additional information is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline
(1-800-426-4791).

License to Operate (LTO) Status Information

We have a current, unconditioned license to operate our water system.”

How do | participate in decisions concerning my drinking water?
Public participation and comment are encouraged by contacting the Holmes County Jail.

For more information on your drinking water contact Dean’s Backflow Service @ 419-994-1622


http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead

Holmes County Jail

Re: Consumer Notice of Tap Water Result

Dear Consumer:

Holmes County Jail is a public water system (PWS) responsible for providing drinking water that
meets state and federal standards. A drinking water sample for lead was collected at this location
and the result is:

Amount of Lead in Water: <5 ug/L
Action Level for Lead: 15 micrograms per liter (ug/L)
Location of sample: 201

Sample collection date: 6/1/2022
Your tap water lead result was Insert “greater” or “less” than 15 ug/L.

What Does This Mean?

Under the authority of the Safe Drinking Water Act, the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
established the action level for lead in drinking water at 15 ug/L. This means PWSs must ensure that
water from taps used for human consumption do not exceed this level in at least 90 percent of the
sites sampled (90" percentile value). The action level is the concentration of a contaminant which, if
exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a PWS must follow.

In 2018, Ohio EPA established the threshold level for lead in drinking water at 15 pg/L. The lead
threshold level is the concentration of lead in an individual tap water sample which, if exceeded,
triggers additional notification requirements for those served by the tap sampled.

Because lead may pose serious health risks, US EPA established a Maximum Contaminant Level
Goal (MCLG) of zero for lead. The MCLG is the level of a contaminant in drinking water below which
there is no known or expected risk to health, allowing for a margin of safety.

What are the Health Effects of Lead?

Lead can cause serious health problems if too much enters your body from drinking water or other
sources. It can cause damage to the brain and kidneys, and can interfere with the production of red
blood cells that carry oxygen to all parts of your body. The greatest risk of lead exposure is to infants,
young children, and pregnant women. Scientists have linked the effects of lead on the brain with
lowered 1Q in children. Adults with kidney problems and high blood pressure can be affected by low
levels of lead more than healthy adults. Lead is stored in the bones, and it can be released later in
life. During pregnancy, the child receives lead from the mother’'s bones, which may affect brain
development.



Where Can | Get Health Screenings and Testing of Blood Lead Levels?

Health Screenings are available through your Doctor.

What Can | Do to Reduce Exposure to Lead if Found in My Drinking Water?

e Run your water to flush out lead. If water has not been used for several hours, run water
for thirty seconds to three minutes before using it for drinking or cooking. This helps flush any
lead in the water that may have been leached from the plumbing.

e Use cold water for cooking and preparing baby formula. Do not cook with, drink water, or
make baby formula from the hot water tap. Lead dissolves more easily in hot water.

e Do not boil water to remove lead. Boiling water will not reduce lead.

e You may wish to test your water for lead at additional locations in your home.

e Identify if your plumbing fixtures contain lead and consider replacing them when
appropriate.

What are the Sources of Lead?

Lead is a common, natural, toxic, and often useful metal that was used for years in products found
around the home. It can be found throughout the environment in lead-based paint, air, soil, household
dust, and certain types of pottery, porcelain, and pewter. Although most lead exposure, especially in
children, occurs when paint chips are ingested, dust inhaled, or absorbed from contaminated soil, the
US EPA estimates that 10 to 20 percent of human exposure of lead may come from lead in drinking
water.

Lead is unusual among drinking water contaminants in that it seldom occurs naturally in water
supplies like rivers and lakes. Lead enters drinking water primarily as a result of corrosion, or wearing
away, of materials containing lead in the plumbing. Buildings built prior to 1986 are more likely to
have lead pipes, fixtures, and solder. New buildings can also be at risk, since even legally ‘lead-free’
plumbing may contain up to 8 percent lead. The most common problem is with brass or chrome-
plated brass fixtures which can leach significant amounts of lead into water, especially hot water.

For More Information, Please Contact: Insert contact information for your PWS; visit US EPA’s
Web site at www.epa.qov/lead; call the National Lead Information Center at 800-424-LEAD; or contact
your health care provider.



http://www.epa.gov/lead
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